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Inside account of the negotiations between the football Bills, New York State, and Erie County to sign a long-term stadium lease and thereby keep the team in Buffalo. Beyond the Xs and Os is the previously unpublished story of how a long-term stadium lease was negotiated and signed by New York’s Erie County, the state, and the Buffalo Bills football team. Mark C. Poloncarz, the elected executive of the community that owned the stadium, provides a rare glimpse into the long, difficult, but ultimately rewarding effort to successfully conclude negotiations between a National Football League (NFL) franchise, the
NFL, and a multitude of players from the political arena, including Governor Andrew Cuomo and US Senator Chuck Schumer. Poloncarz discusses the financial side of sports and reveals how the county was able to navigate what proved to be often-turbulent waters. Complicating negotiations was an ongoing frenzy in the local news media, hungry for any news about the new lease, and Bills team owner Ralph C. Wilson Jr., who was ninety-two and had said the team would be sold upon his death, thereby possibly being relocated to another city. In the end, a new lease was signed and the Bills remained in Buffalo at
a time when a number of similar sized communities watched their teams relocate to other cities in larger markets. “⋯Mark C. Poloncarz’s book ⋯ offers the most complete, inside-football account of how the county, the state and the Bills navigated a lengthy negotiation that ultimately resulted in a 10-year lease of the Bills stadium in early 2013. The book is filled with political insights and surprises ⋯ it also offers flashes of wit, recountings of fraught conversations and interesting anecdotal nuggets.” — Buffalo News “Bills fans are very familiar with their favorite players and what happens on the field, but few
understand the business side of the game and what it took to keep the franchise here in Buffalo. Mark Poloncarz’s book gives the reader a seat at the bargaining table, listening in on developments as Mr. Wilson’s representatives and governmental officials negotiate terms to keep Buffalo’s football team playing here in Erie County. High-stakes decisions and relentless pressure run throughout Beyond the Xs and Os, a book that shows Bills fans how the measures put in place by Poloncarz and others kept our beloved team here.” — Thurman Thomas, former Buffalo Bills running back and member of the
Professional and College Football Halls of Fame “Mark Poloncarz’s book is an exhaustive, meticulously detailed account of one of the most seminal moments in the history of Western New York. All the better because it comes from original source material: the person in the room and at the negotiating table! It’s required reading for those who care not only about the Bills but also about their impact on the region’s future for decades to come. The public owes Mark a debt of gratitude for making all this information public and for his hard work on a strong relocation penalty in the team’s lease with the county—it no
doubt kept the Bills in Buffalo.” — Luke Russert, Washington, DC-based journalist/political reporter and lifelong Buffalo Bills fan “This book is a must-read for those who want to know more about the business of professional sports. It offers a rare peek into the intensity of stadium negotiations to keep a professional sports franchise in a city. Mark Poloncarz has written a primer on what it takes to conduct hard-nosed negotiations that protect the fan base and the community, and on how he helped to keep the Bills in Buffalo. It is an up-close look for Buffalo Bills fans, or for anyone interested in learning more about the
business side of sports.” — Andrea Kimball, Vice President and General Counsel of the MLS soccer club, Sporting Kansas City “Enjoyable behind-the-scenes descriptions of the political dramas, as well as personal and humorous anecdotes. The subject is ‘do or die’ for the vast majority of Bills Nation!” — Nellie Drew, University at Buffalo School of Law
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The New York State Directory includes important information on all New York State legislators and congressional representatives, including biographies and key committee assignments. It also includes staff rosters for all branches of New York state government and for federal agencies and departments that impact the state policy process.Following the state government section are 25 chapters covering policy areas from agriculture through veterans' affairs. Each chapter identifies the state, local and federal agencies and
officials that formulate or implement policy. In addition, each chapter contains a roster of private sector experts and advocates who influence the policy process.
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John Francis Huber (ca.1718-1787/1790) immigrated from Switzerland to Philadelphia in 1751, and settled in Bucks County, Pennsylvania. Descendants lived in Pennsylvania, Delaware, New England, Ohio, Iowa, Illinois, Minnesota, Nebraska, Kansas, California and elsewhere.
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Case studies: California, Kentucky, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Missouri, New Mexico, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Pennsylvania.
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Detailed reference to NY State policy makers at the state, county & municipal levels. Provides private & non-profit sector contacts by 25 policy areas. Eleven appendices include Lobbyists, News Media, Chambers of Commerce, Public Schools, State and Private University Systems. Four indexes: Individual names, Organization names, Geographic location, Web-sites.
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The early 21st century has not been kind to California's reputation for good government. But the Golden State's governance flaws reflect worrisome national trends with origins in the 1970s and 1980s. Growing voter distrust with government, a demand for services but not taxes to pay for them, a sharp decline in enlightened leadership and effective civic watchdogs, and dysfunctional

political institutions have all contributed to the current governance malaise. Until recently, San Diego, California—America's 8th largest city—seemed immune to such systematic governance disorders. This sunny beach town entered the 1990s proclaiming to be "America's Finest City," but in a few short years its reputation went from "Futureville" to "Enron-by-the-Sea." In this eye-opening

and telling narrative, Steven P. Erie, Vladimir Kogan, and Scott A. MacKenzie mix policy analysis, political theory, and history to explore and explain the unintended but largely predictable failures of governance in San Diego. Using untapped primary sources—interviews with key decision makers and public documents—and benchmarking San Diego with other leading California cities, Paradise

Plundered examines critical dimensions of San Diego's governance failure: a multi-billion dollar pension deficit; a chronic budget deficit; inadequate city services and infrastructure; grandiose planning initiatives divorced from dire fiscal realities; an insulated downtown redevelopment program plagued by poorly-crafted public-private partnerships; and, for the metropolitan region,

inadequate airport and port facilities, a severe underinvestment in firefighting capacity despite destructive wildfires, and heightened Mexican border security concerns. Far from a sunny story of paradise and prosperity, this account takes stock of an important but understudied city, its failed civic leadership, and poorly performing institutions, policymaking, and planning. Though the

extent of these failures may place San Diego in a league of its own, other cities are experiencing similar challenges and political changes. As such, this tale of civic woe offers valuable lessons for urban scholars, practitioners, and general readers concerned about the future of their own cities.
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"Biographies of the outstanding men and women in every branch of our federal, state, county and municipal governments."--Pref.
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